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So called mystical marriages – couplings of priests and nuns – were practiced in the Old-Catholic Church of 
the Mariavites in the years 1922-1935. Various historical sources present a very differentiated picture of the 
practice.  In the first  part  of  the paper a theological  interpretation of  mystical  marriages promoted in  the 
sources dedicated to “the initiated” is presented. Subsequently, the official historical statement of the Old-
Catholic  Church  of  the  Mariavites  and  interpretations  in  contemporary  publications  of  both  Mariavite 
denominations are described. 

Especially, the text touches such problems as secrecy of the practice and its historical development, sexual 
character of initiations made by Archbishop Kowalski before the marriages, reinterpretations of virginity 
that enabled to reconcile the marriages with the monastic vows of chastity, causes of polygamy and issues 
connected with children born in the mystical matrimonies. 
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